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Iodemnitr to Kanaa Snfierera.

Tn sno;her column will be found the
Bill presented by Mr. Clark, "to provide
for the payment of claims" of sufferer by
the Kansas difficultes, Ui which we invite
the attention of our renders. It presents a
feasible plan fur arriving at a correct and
just estimate of the losses, and proposes a
mode of relief which is worthy of calm
consideration. The Bill, prhaps, is not
perfect, and at first gUnce, without expla-

nation, may not be received as favorably in
all resHct?, a circumstances require, and

the intfti-st- s involved wool I warrant; but
it can readily be amondfdso as to answer
thn object designed, wiihout necessarily
opening th door to a class of claims
agiiiist which the feeling of the muss of
th people of tho Territory naturally re-

volt.
For some time past, the subject has

been tin lrr consideration by several gen-

tlemen who were appointed a committee
on behalf of the sufferers without distinc-
tion of party, and they have corresponded
with various members of Corgress, and
through them virtually ascertained the
views and feelings of the Government,
concerning the claims, as a matter of just
indemnity. From the information ob
tained, it is evident that no Congressional
action thereon can be had at the present
sestion, for the following reasons : 1st.
Bcmuo i f the curly expiration of tho
term, ami the pressure of general business.
2nd. The claims are not yet collected
together in such a shape as to warrant their
presentation.- - 3d. The Secretary of the
Treasury oppose the introduction of any
matter having a tendency to deplete and
embarrass the public Treasury under pres-

ent circumstances. 4:h. The Administra-
tion members of Congres are opposed to
having the subjoct presented in any form
that mar revive former discussions on
Kansas affairs.

It is known that Mr. Buchanan has, in
private conversations, expressed himself
favorable to a proper indemnity of indi-

viduals, provided the Government can
have tho claims presented in such a form
that the Territory stands as voucher and
sponsor for the reality and justness of the
several demand.--; and that awards be
made, on the auditing of claims, nccord-in- g

to some general rule equally appli-
cable to men of all parties, or by a tribu-

nal fairly constituted and representing
the several interests and views of the po-

litical parties involved. Many members of
both Houses of Congress coiucide in these
views, but they will never conseut to the
appointment of a roving commission with
power to come to Kansas and hear and re-

dress grievances ad libitum. The whole
subject must be compressed in a nut-shel- l,

and so presented, as nut only to avoid dis-

cussion, but to secure the support of men
of all parties. The next House of Rep-

resentatives will probably be opposition
the Senate Democratic. Whatever meas-

ure of indemnity is proposed, must have
such fair and harmonious antecedents in
the Territory that Representatives of both
parties may be called upon to stand to-

gether in rendering justice to their friends
or follow-partisan- s in the Territory. Un-

less a liberal policy be pursued, all parties
unite their efforts here, success in Congress
will be very doubtful.

The Bill proposed looks to the General

jpremment for indemuity for losses sus-

tained by a great number of our citizens,
on the general principle that a govern

nient is bound to protect the rights, per-

sons and property of its subjects in return
for the fulfilment of the duties of loyalty,
obedience, support and contribution which
the latter are compelled to yield. The
duties of the Government and the gov-

erned are reciprocal. By a surrender
of a portion of his natural rights ou be-

coming an integral part of civil society,
man virtually places himself and his
property at the control of the govern-

ment, and is entitled to protection of his
individual rights. This doctrine was re-

cognised in the Roman Civil Law, be-

came a portion of the Common and Statute
Law of England, was specially declared
in 'the "Code Napoleon," and has long
received the sanction and hearty approval
of the people of our own country. When
the Government has neglected or been'
unable to protect the people of different
localities in their lawful rights, or the
latter have been damnified through the
action, non-acti- cr neglect of the gov.
ernroeut, indemnity has been given repeat-

edly, as the claims of and allowances
made to California, Oregon, Washington
Territory, Florida and several of the
States, for Indian depredation, and other- -

wise, will .how. The repeal of the MU- -
souri compromise revived the excitement
and called to activity all the elements of
strife, which had portended serious diffi-

culty in 1820. Statesmen readily under-

stood what might be apprehended as a
natural result of the measure. However,
proper in itself might be the wipirg out
of merely geographical line, as incom-

patible with the equality and nnity of the
Spates in polirica! rights, the opening ofour
Territory to settlement under circumstan-
ce and in a manner calculated to invite
hither sectional interests which it was
evident would contend with each other
or supremacy, wu an experiment in slf--

M.mmntit. and an "evidence of reliance,

upon the patriotism and intelligence

the people, highly complimentary to the

latter, but dangerous in ts character, n
Onvernment failed to perfor ' ' - . " '

Ml doty-
by enforcing th . - .

exact " " . ntp.es of equal and

. justice and protection to afl inter
ests alike social and political. Thess,
emigrants from all sections of the Union

had a right to expect these, the Govern-

ment was bound to maintain. The result
we have all seen to our sorrow, lustead

of conciliating the Representatives of sec
tional interests by impartial justice, mis-

representations and frauds unparalleled
in history, induced the adoption of a xll- -

tcy on the part of the Administration, the
real foundation of which, as well at its
results, is cow properly appreciated, and
its injustice admitted by both instigators
and instruments. The sooner amends are
made by the General Government the

Kner wiil peace, prosperity, and justice
prevail in our Territory. Tho moral as
well as legal responsibility of the Gov-

ernment for the losses sustained, cantiot be

denied or repudiated.
The first section of the proposed Bill is

purposely drawn in broad terms, and as

nearly as deemed advisable in the lan-

guage of the Act of '57. At a cursory
jlance we are aware that many of the
dominant legislative party may be inclined
to strike cut or restrict its provisions. A
little consideration and elimination will
convince such persons that such a course
would not accomplish the object aimed

it. Of the "Public Claims," already prov-

en before the Commissioner, a large major
ity are in fivor of Free Stale, instead vj
Pro Slavery men being forced contribu-

tions and wo know, from an examination
of the proofs filed, that nearly two-third- s

of the whole amount audited is in favor
of Free State men. Many of the proofs,
taken by the Commissioner, require
revision and investigation. Sime of
them are fraudulent in their character,
others are imperfect because of the diffi

culty experienced in obtaining testimony.
The old law gave no authority for secur
ing the attendance of witnesses, and in
1857 such an inimical feeling prevailed
that necessary witnesses, of opposite po
litical views from the claimants, could not
he induced to give their testimony freely
Some of the proofs contain allegations and
statements against parties which do the
latter great injustice. Under the Act of
'57, many porsons declined to present their
just claims, partly from political animosi-

ty towards the Commissioner, and partly
because they entertained no faith in the
result, being beneficial to them. The Bill
now offered is calculated to cover and
guard all these matters. Fair play aud
equality must mark its features, or it will
be regarded in the same light as the old
Bill. Unless equally as liberal in its pro-

visions for receiving and hearing claims as

the Act of '57, which was passed by a
Legislature, political animos

ities will be brought to bear in Congress
to defeat its purpose. "What is sauce for
the goose is sauce for the gander!" What
the party could afford to put
on paper, in 1857, as an evidence of their
masnan'mity, the Free S:ato men can af-

ford to put on paper The main
thing will be the appointment of a fairly
constituted Board of Commissioners, who
will properly discriminate between the
just and unjust claims who will mako a
proper distinction between parties whose
claims are based upon voluntary and forced
contributions ; and discountenance the of-

ficious and official services of men whose
actions were governed by voluntary politi
ical motives, instead of the legitimate du
ties of settlers protecting or defending the
rights, interests aud property of them
selves and neighbors, according to the
powers conferred by the Organic Act, and
its true intent. Men who were sincere in
contending for their principles, and there
by became victims, should be treated alike,
irrespective of party ; but mere adventu
rers and strife creators can not expect to
take advantage of their own wrongs,

The Bill now proposed authorizes the
issue of certificates on awards made, upon
the expectation that a Congressional Ap
propriation will redeem them. This can
be secured in the form proposed, by in
corporating it in the Ordinance of the
Constitution. The Territory owes it to
its citizens to protect, and as far at possi

ble, secure their rights. The success of
this Bill will carry joy to the hearts of
many a worthy household. The certifl
cates, whether in the shape proposed or
included in a funded debt, will be avail
able and afford pecuniary relief to many,

Sen np an Alibi.
We stated last week that John A. Mur-ril- l,

the "Groat Western Land Pirate,"
when contemplating some daring villainy,
was in the habit of preaching, so as to
make a favorable impression on those he
was about to rob, and give him a better
opportunity to practice his crimes.' We
felt, when penning that sentence, that
Montgomery's visit to Lawrence had iu
viow still greater outrages, and he only
came here to get np sympathy in his be
half, and enlist new recruits in his "jay- -
hawking" expeditions. By an article else
where it seems the contemplated blow has
been struck, but with disasterous conse-

quences to the marauding party. Mont-

gomery's organ triumphantly rejoices that
its principal was in Lawrence at that time,
hence was not answerable for the conse-
quences of that contest Suppose it is true
that on the very night of that occurrence
Montgomery was standing in the desk of
the Congregational Church of this city,
h" hand b!e. d the masses
Wera PP uf n8 him as few men have
veea appmuuea, wnue detailing nis un
merous crimes that only proves his men
are not as successful in their plundering
expeditions when not headed by their
"daring leader," as they are when he is
directing their movements.. ,. , .'

(T It is not true, as has been asserted,
that a delegation of Indians from the Del-
aware tribe, has gone to Washington to
negotiate another treaty with the Govern-

ment On the contrary, the party which bias

recently gone forward, have set oat on pri-

vate business of their own,-- and no way
connected with the general interests of
the tribe.

Am Unjaal Ohaafa-aYBT- ew Exemption lav
We notice that ther

House "An " &tfo the
-- t to Exempt Real Estate

fefWbid Property from sale or ex-

ecution," House Bill No. 87 ,J which con-

templates a radical change in the present
law, ternrtorarily in favor of creditors, but
which, if it passes, will almost strip hun-

dreds of worthy settlers of the means
necessary for earning a living and render-
ing their fem '.lies comfortable. We are

opposed to the credit system, except in

the regular order of commercial business,
and believe that the true policy of law, In

order to promote a feign, moral standard
in sowty, should be to discourage credits

founded upon apparent pecuniary respon-

sibility by the possession of property.
True.temporary accommodations and cred

its to farmers, mechanics arid others, are at
times necessary'; but the general character
o; the debtor for integrity, honesty
and punctuality, should be the criterion of
credit. No matter what amount of prop-

erty a man may have in his hands when
a debt is contracted, he can readily secrete
or dispose of it to avoid the payment of
his debts if so inclined ( and the idea of
depending upon his apparent resources as

a safeguard fur the creditor, is a fallacy.
A liberal exemption law, like the present
one, which was passed by the last Legis
lature, will better enable creditors to.ob-tai- n

the 'jltimate payment of their de-

mands, than the one now before the
House, which provides for stripping men
of necessary facilities for carrying on their
business, making a living for themselves

and families, or acquiring a surplus to
apply to the payment of their old debts.

The new law will be deemed an act of
oppression by thousands of settlers, and
every man who votes for it will be held
to a strict accountability by his neighbors.
It is merely a scheme of the Shylocs and

money lenders, who
having taken advantage of men's neces-

sities and beguiled them into their meshes
whilst the victims relied upon the protec
tion of the present exemption law, now
seek to make safe all their risks, and
grasp "at one fell swoop" the little that
the poor victim claims. The Shylocks
seek to wrest from the men, women and
children of a family, almost everything
that the latter may have earned, collected,
gathered or reared for mutual comfort,
stimulated by a fond belief that they
would not bo disturbed by old debts, until
by the rise in the value of land, the in-

crease of stock, and beautiful harvests,
they could attain a competence, and be
able to spare, without discomfort, enough
to liquidate old scores,

Thousands of energetic and industrious
men, who have been unfortunate in the
States, have come to Kansas to better
their condition. Here they have also met
misfortune but worked hopefully and
earnestly to accomplish their purpose.
The law of the late Legislature protected
and encouraged such men in their efforts
without doing any injustice to creditors.
It is hard, it is unjust, it is cruel now to
blast the hopes of wives and children and
earnest working men, by repealing that
law. The people relied upon it, and
eastern friends and relatives have aided
thousands of our people with means to
come here and get a new start in the world,
believing that a respite of three or four
years from the persecutions of old debts
would enable those most dear to them to
regain their position in the world. Shall
such contributions and assistance be now
applied to the payment of old debts
which the creditors could never collect in
the States, after stripping their debtors
aud driving them forth to the wilderness
to seek a home ? The present exemption
law is good enough. It works no injustice
to any one. It enables a man to pay his
debts more readily than if he had nothing
to do with. A blunder of one word in
enrolling the present law "before" in
stead of "after" in the first section, requires
correction; but we appeal to every mem
ber of the Legislature to think and act
carefully and liberally on this subject, if
he has at .heart the welfare of the Terri
tory, the comfort and happiness of his
constituents and his own popularity.
What benefit would such an exemption
as the following be to settlers ?

Sec. 10. That all such persons as are
contemplated in section four of this Act,
shall also hold the following property
exempt from execution or sale, on anv
judgment or decree. Firstly, The wearing
apparel ot sucb lamily, the beds, bed-
steads and bedding, necessary for the use
of such family ; one stove and fixtures,
used either for cooking or warming the
dwelling-hous- an amount' of fuel suf-
ficient for sixty days, actually provided
and designed for the use of such family.
Secondly, One cow, two swine, or the
pork therefrom, six sheep, the wool shorn
from them, and the cloth or other articles
manufactured therefrom, and sufficient
feed for such animals, when owned by
the debtor for the period of sixty days.
Thirdly, Any amount of provisions
actually prepared and designed for the
sustenance-o- f such family, not exceeding
lorty aoliars in value, to be selected by
the debtor, and such other articles of
household and kitchen furniture, or either.
necessary for the debtor and his farail
tan1 in Ka enlni,) V tk .1 -- a,....i ne tools and implements of the debtor.
necessary for carrying on his trade or
business, whether mechanical or agricul-
tural, to be st locted by him, not exceeding
iuijt aouars in value.

05" A Bill before the Legislature pro
poses to make all married persons, of
whatever age, virtually twenty-en- e years
of age. The same question is pending in
the Legislature ofMissouri. Mr. McFerran
expressed the whole thing when he said:
"Members wish to connect their names
with bills, and show their constituents
that they are doing something."

CT The Interior Department at Wash
ington, recommends the name of Montana
as a suitable one for the new Territory at
the eastern base of the Rocky Mountains.
It would be a deserved compliment to our
Lawrence Company, who laid out a town
on Cherry Creek with that name, shonld
it be adopted by Congress.

05" Secretary Walsh has made arrange- -
menta by which the laws of Kansas, pass-
ed at the present session of the Legis-

lature, will be published at an early day.
provided no embarrassment it thrown in
his way by tho Legulature. v

Tha Statemana Corroborated, J

Gov. Dekveb writes from,WasWnfn,
3udge Wbioh'd, eariv friend of
Montgomery, writes from Quindaro, and
Secretary Walsh publishes a. certified
copy of the agreement made by aov.
Denver with the people of Fort Scott
and Vicinity, all of which statements
agree in representing that past difficul-

ties in Linn and Bourbon counties were
to be submitted to a Grand Tury, and
disposed of accordisg to law, in place of
those illegal and revolutionary means in-

augurated by Montgomery and his pirat-

ical followers.
Tet in the face of all those facts, Mont-

gomery, in his organ last week had tho
effrontery to set r.p taat a part of the con
tract made at Fort Scott had been sup
pressed, and that it was especially agreed
that "by-gon- should be and
that no prosecutions were to follow for
any past offences. Here were EamilVm,
Brocket and Clark, charged with the
greatest of crimes! Who believes that
Montgomery, of any other Free State
men would have allowed a contract of
this character, (a criminal act of itself, to
compound a felony,) to have been entered
into ? And who believes that Gov. Den-

ver was so ignorant of law, or of his duties
as an executive officer, as to have entered
into such an arrangement ? We do not,
neither will any honest man believe it-- Were

other proofs wanting, this, of itself,
should satisfy the public that there was
something radically wrong with Mont-

gomery and his party. The bare fact that
they were not willing to be tried by a jury
of their own countrymen, all of whom
are Free State men, shows that they were
afraid they would get justice.

'hawnea Coanir.
During the past week a Bill has become

a law, removing the County Seat of
Shawnee from Tecumesh to Topcka.
The Bill was sprung and hurried through
both Houses without notice, to or suspi-

cion on the part of the people of the
county. By shrewd management and
trickery, two towns voted at the October
election for the County Seat at Topeka,
and three towns cast no votes on the sub-

ject, because the voters had no notice of
such an intended election. A strong case
was presented to the Governor to induce
him to veto the Bill, but he declined to
interfere, on the ground that he could not
properly assume tne decision of an
issue of that character, and would not
involve himself in a local controver-

sy. In this he acted properly leav
ing the parties to present their case to
the Legislature. On Thursday afternoon,
Mr. Patrick presented five petitions signed
by nearly five hundred citizens of Shawnee
County, praying that the question of lo-

cation of the Count v Seat mav be left to
a popular vote, as the majority of the vo
ters were misled and deceived, at the
October election, by Gov. Denver's letter
and the management of a few individuals.
Topeka only received 322 votes, out of
1,000 in the County. A fair chance should
be afforded the people to decide the qnes
tion understand ingly.

Fallacious.
We do not believe the practical effects

of publishing the laws in all the "leading"
newspapers of Kansas would give satis-

faction to the pedple. The object of the
bill, introduced into the Legislature, was
evidently to build up certain newspapers
in the Territory at the expense of the
people. Our taxes are high enough now.
Better vote that an editiou of ten thous-

and copies of the Laws- - be printed, and
one be placed in the hands of every tax-

payer in Kansas. It would be several
times cheaper than to pay 'each newspa-

per fifty cents per thousand ems for set-

ting up those laws, and publishing them
in their respective journals. We are sur-

prised that the proposition received so
many supporters, and only base it upon
the fact that they did not 'engage in an
examination of the cost Ono newspaper
each week, filled exclusively with the
Laws, would require three times as long
to publish them as it would to print them
in book form. The cost of putting the
Laws in type for twenty newspapers, at
fifty conts a thousand, would amount to
ten dollars for each thousand ems. In the
Laws of the last session there were about
1,800,000 eras.

At the proposed rate, it would cost to
print them, $90,000. We will agree, for
$15,000 to place a copy of the Laws com-

plete, half bound, in the hands of every
legal voter or tax payer in Kansas, with
out requiring him to be a subscriber to our
paper, and will give bonds for the faith
ful performance of the contract in one
quarter the time required to print them in
the newspapers of the Territory.

Aa Iodtpeadaw Newapeper.

Weiave added over two hundred new
subscribers to our subscription list during
the last two weeks, and the cry still is,

"they come." These evidences of the
popularity of the Herald of Freedom with
the masses are conclusive, that the People

the Truth. A mere partisan journal will
die out in Kansas, because it is bound to
support a party, and all its acts, whether
right or wrong. It caters to every in-

fluence, by which it hopes to gain patron-

age, and does not hesitate to sustain the
basest of crime if its political friends are
engaged in them. An independent journal
that dares tell the whole tbcth, and
thunders at crime in high as well as low
places, is the People's raiKSD. As such,
it is always found supporting the right,
independent of the present effect upon it-

self, having implicit reliance, finally, in
the triumph of the Bight over Wrong,

of Istexligesce over 7rnoraTice,CoH8utv-atis- x

over Fanaticism, Tbcth over this-hoo-d,

and in the "unbonght respect of free,
d, right-hearte- d ME5T."

OCT Oldham & Faxos insert their
card among our new advertisements this
week. They are two of oar most reliable
business men, always prompt in their at-

tendance upon customers, and always
well stocked with fresh meat, and the va-

rious articles io their line. The public
will of course extend to this firm their
patronage as in the past, only consider-

ably increased.

ceeding dollar in FourthlywlU sustMn fear,e8S of
Tit . .

thirty. .
value.

.
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- territorial Tax.
J LawBBSCS, Jan. 25, 1859.

, Mb. Editor Sib : I am glad to learn

from the "Herald" that 'meotini isrS ba-in- g

held In all parts of the Territory to

denounce our present system of taxation.
As far as my observation extends, this

enormous, and manifestly unjust taxation,
will do more to drive reen from, and de-

ter others from entering the Territory,

than all the fever and ague, small pox,
mad-degis- and border ruffianism com-

bined, that we have been cursed with

since the Territory was settled.
1 snow mat poor men cannot pay tneir

taxes. For Instance, my property in this
town cost me over $10,000. Kow, if this
should be taxed at the rate others are tax-

ed, my tax would amount to $200, which

sum I could not possibly pay, and carry

on my business.
Now, if it, be thus difficult for me to

pay this tax, I know that multitudes of
farmers ate th Badly off, and literally can-

not pay their taxes.
My property, every cent of which I have

worked hard to obtain, and by almost her
culean efforts saved so far from ruin, was
advertised for sale 'at auction, the other
day, to pay its taxes ; but, luckily, was not
sold. Now, I ask any candid man, if it
is not Ruffianism" of the meanest
kind, to pounce upon our property and
sell it from usj at such times as these, to
pay taxes ?

Is it absolutely necessary to ruin indus-

trious, hard working men, in order to put
money into the pockets of loafers and
gentlemen, who never soil their fingers
with hard work from one end of tho year
to the other ? Would it not be best to
hold a grand Territorial Convention to
discuss this subject thoroughly, and see if
some way cannot be devised to "save us
from our friends, and we will take care of
our enemies."

Yours, for justice and philanthropy,
C. STEARNS.

Lawhence, K. T., Jan. 25, 1859.
Ed. IIebald of Freedom : Permit

me to say to the peoplo of Lawrence, K.
T., that on or before the first day of March
next, I shall resign the office of Justice
of the Peace, t make this announcement
thus earlj-- j that the people may have time
to select a suitable person to fill the va
cancy, which, I have no doubt, they will
be able to do, as the office is worth at
least $500 per year. Yours

, S. WOOD.

Troubles la Southern Kentia.
A great deal of bad breath has been

wasted on "the Free State outrages" in
Southern Kansas, and uon old John
Brown and dipt. Montgomery as leaders
therein. The troubles amount to nothing.
A few villains have been set-

tled with. John Brown has left tho Ter-
ritory, and Governor Me lary acknowledges
that Montgomery has done nothing wrong.
The tempest in the teapot will now prob-
ably subside. We are indifforeut, how-
ever, as to whether it does or not Leav-
enworth Weekly Times.

We publish the above, to show our
readers how a Kansas newspaper can lie!

Important Decision.
The Supreme Court of Minnesota have,

we seo by the St Paul Times, decided a
case, Robert Smith vs. Camp, involving
the question, whether a deed of sale,
executed prior to the issuance of a patent
by a of Government lands,
conveying to a third party the land pre-
empted by him, was a valid instrument
or whether it was void under the Act of
Congress of 1841, which declares, in so
many woids, that any "assignment or
transfer" of the land before
the actual issuance of the patent shall be
absolutely void. The decision was, that
a deed made by a r, at any
time after the entry and receipt of his
duplicate certificate from the District Land
Office, is a valid deed and conveys the fee
simple to the purchaser.

Fort Scon Kewa.
We are permitted to publish the fol- -

Iowingaextracts, says the Kansas City
Journal, from a letter received by our fel-

low citizen, Solon Smith, yesterday morn-

ing. Mr. Drake, the writer, is from Ohio :

Fort Scott, Jan. 17, 1859.
Fbiend Smith : I have been very busy

since my return, in forming companies to
purify our community. We have at this
time three companies here and more form-
ing elsewhere. I have received from the
Governor a First Lieutenant's commission
in Company A, Bourbon County Volun-
teers. I learn there are at present in Par-
is about 250 men already in the field,
who have succeeded in taking six of Mont-
gomery's or Brown's men, and driving the
rest into their fort on Sugar Creek, Linn
County.

Our numbers are swelling every day,
and I think, ere long, we will be able to
drive them from the conotry or make them
swing. r

l be Government has recalled the reg
ular troops, and wants the people to fight
taeir own names.

I arrived here safe, and nothing new,
strange or startling has occurred. Good
feeling prevails among the people, - and
they seam to be unanimously opposed to
the.bandits in this portion of the country.

Yours, in F. L. and T.,
C. F. DRAKE. -

07" In the selection of Commissioners
to audit the claims for losses, it is impor-

tant that the probabilities of asnccess, as
well as the feelings of partisans and their
schemes far personal aggrandisement he
considered. If the friends of the sufferers
really wish to accomplish any thing bene- -

tficiiil, they must adopt-suc- a course as
will relieve themselves and the commis-

sion from certain imputations. Xothiog
can bs more fair no further concession
be demanded, than the House select one,
the Council one, and the Governor one
men ber of the commission. In effect and
influence the Governor's appointee will be
the representative of the Government;
and without some such guarantee the
measure will certainly be discountenanced
or delayed by the United States Senate. '

frMr. Clabk of Leaven worth, deserves
remembrance Cor his services in behalf of
the Kansas sufferers. He has treated the
claimants with marked courtesy and used
his efforts to secure a proper recognition
of their claims, by the introduction of the
Bill now pending in the House, and, with
an amendment before the Council. Mr.
C , as a gentleman, and a Legislator, re-

flect, honor upon his constituents.

' 5" Business is quite brisk in Lawrence,
and money is more plenty then for ayear
past so business men report to us, and
such is our experience. - i " fo

late from Waahlnctoa.

Our Washington 'correspondent, has for-

warded us tne followib j letter, which has
iieen generally circulated among members

of Congress, with the cconi,'II,g fljil,
alluded to. The .pW suggested in' the
Bill meets pur hearty approbation, and
is a thousand times preferable to the plan
suggested by our Territorial Legislature,
of granting the lands to Kansas, to be ap-

propriated by the Legislature for purposes
of internal improvements. If a fund is
wanted to corrupt the Territorial Legis-

lature, then the people would oppose this
uiil; but no man who knows the market
able commodity of which Legislatures are
composed have any desire to see a general
corruption fund placed at their disposal

Washixgtos, D. C, Jan. 17, 1859.
The undersigned, citizens of Kansas,

respectfully solicit the favorable attention
of members of Congress, to a. BiU now

that Territory for the construction of rail
roads.

The Bill is similiar in its general pro-
visions to the acts granting lauds to Iowa
and Minuesota, except that the amount it
proposes to grant is not so large, nor the
aggregate length of roads so great The
lines iudicated in the bill follow the great
highways of travel, and connect or ap-
proach the most important of the western
forts. They are as follows: First.k road
from the moUth of the Kansas Vallev bv
Fcrt Riley to the northern boundary of the
lemiory in the direction of I ortlSndger.
Second. A road from Fort Leavenworth
to the southern boundary, in the direction
oi con uioi-on- , witn a brancn running
south of the Kansas River, to the southern
boundary in the direction of Fort Union,
Tiiird. A road from Atchison to Fort
Rilev, and thence connecting with, the
Fort Cnibn branch of the road from Fort
Leavenworth. Fourth. A road from
Emporia, in Breckenridge county, down
the Osage Valley to the Missouri State
line, thero connecting with the Jefferson
City and Osage Valley Railroad.

The necessity of railroads for the do
velopment of the resources of Kansas is
greater than iu any State or Territory east
of tne Uocky .Mountains. It is traversed
by no navigable waters, and has but a
short border on the Missouri River; and,
therefore, the central aud western districts
will not become thickly settled and pro-

ductive until railroads be built to connect
tbem with the markets of the country.
A grant of land to aid iu the construction
of such railroads will be amply made up
to the Government by rendering saleable
large districts which would otherwise re-

main valueless, and by faciliating and
cheapening the transfer of Government
troops and stores, which now are trans-
ported across the plains at an enormous
yearly cost

We especially urge the passnge of the
Act at'this session, because in July next
the unsold land in eastern Kansas will be
opened for private entry, and will fall
chiefly into the hands of nt

speculators, thus making a future grant
ot greatly leas value to the Territory,

John 0. Wattles, Luther R. Smoot,
Edward Clark, E. Magruder Lowe,
Hugh Ewing, R. C. Mackall,
11. B. Dunman, Samuel B. Garret
Thomas Ewing, jr., J. B. Chapman,
C. Robinson, Alson C. Davis,
VV. F. M. Amy, G. W. McLaughlim
A. J. Isacks, R. S. Stevens,

A.Cyrus F. Currier, P. Walker,
Clifton Hellen, Fred. P. Stanton.

A BILL.
Oranttnf Lands to the Terrltorf of in at

tentat Section! to aid in the conitrnction of
Railroads therein named.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Jlepresentfitives of tlte United Stales of
America in Vongress assembled:

Sectios 1. That there be, and hereby
is, granted to the Territory of Kansas, to
aid in the construction of the following
railroads, to wit; A railroad from the
eastern boundary of the Territory at or
near tne moutn ol the Kansas, nver on the
east side, by way of Wyandott and Quiu- -

daro, and touching the Kansas River at or
opposite Lawrence, Lecompton and Fort
Rily, to the northern boundary of the
lerntory m the direction of FortBridger.

A railroad from Leavenworth to the
southern boundary of the Territory in the
direction of Fort Gibson and Galveston
bay, with a branch running south of the
Kansas valley to the southern boundary
of the Territory iu the direction of Fort
Union.

A railroad from Atchison via Fort Rily,
and connecting with the Fort Union
branch of the railroad from Leavenworth.

A railroad from the western boundary
of Missouri south of the 4th standard
parallel where the Osaze Vallev and
southern Kansas railroad terminates, and
running from that point westwardly by
way of Burlington to Euporia in said
territory ; each alternate section of land
designated by odd sections for seven sec-
tions in width on each side of said roads:
Provided, That the lands hereby granted
for and on account of said roads severally
shall be exclusively applied in the con-
struction of that road for which such
lands are hereby granted, and shall be
disposed of only as the work progresses,
and the same shall be applied to no other
purpose whatsoever; And provided further.
That all mineral lands, and all lands
heretofore reserved to the United States
by any act of Congress, or in any ether
manner by competent authority, for the
purpose of aiding in any object of inter-
nal improvement, or for any other purpose
whatsoever, be, and the same are hereby
reserved to tha United States from the
operation of this Act except so far as it
may be found necessary to locate the
routes of said railroads through such, re
served lands, in which case the right of
way oniy snau oe granted, subject to the
approval of the President of the United
States.

Sic. 2. And be it further enacted. That
the sections and parts of sections of Jarid
which, by such grant shall remain to the
United States within seven miles on each
side of said roads, shall, not be sold for
less than double the minimum or gradu-
ated price of the public lands when sold;
and this provision shall be applicable" to
all laws heretofore passed granting lands
to States or Territories to aid in the con
struction cf railroads therein ;nor shall
any of said lands become subject to pri
vate entry until the same shall have been
first offered at public sale at the increased
price.

sbc. 3. And be tt further enacted. That
the said lands hereby granted to the said
lerntory shall be subiect to the disoosa
of the Legislature of the said Territory
for the purposes aforesaid, and no other :
and the said railroads shall be and remain
public highways for the use of the Gov.
ernraents of the United States, free from
toll or charge upon the transportation of
any property or troops or the United
States.

Sec. 4. And be it furOter enacted, That
the lands hereby granted to said Territory
shall be disposed of by said Territory
only in the manner following : that la to
say, that a quantity of land, not exceed-
ing one hundred and forty sections for
each of said roads, may be sold, and
when the Governor ..f sdd Territory shall
certify to the Secretary of the Interior
that any twenty cor.tinuous miles of any
of said roads are completed, then an-
other quantity of land hereby granted,
not to exceed one hundred and forty sec--

tions for each of said roads having twenty
continuous miles completed as aforesaid,
may be sold, and so from time to time
until said roads are -- ' :

- ' - ..upiered : and if

- - r -

uy of said, roads are not completed with-
in tea years, no further sale shall be made,
knd the lands unsold shall reVert to the
United States.

Sec. 5. And be UfurtJter enacted. That
the United States mail shall be transport-
ed over said roads, under the direction of
the Post at such price
as Congress may .by law direct '. Provided,
That 'until such price is fixed by law, the
Post Master General shall have the power
to determine the same.

Sec. 6. And be it farther enacted. That
in case the line or route of any of said
railroads shall pass through any Indian
reservation, it shall be lawful for tho com
pany constructing such railroad to pur
chase from the Indians to whom such res-

ervation belongs, such quantity of land
for the construction of their road, as tne
said tribe may be disposed to selL But
no purchase or sale shall be Valid except
triade in accordance with snch rules and
regnlations as may be prescribed by the
Commissioner of Indian affairs, and such
sale approved by him.

AN ACT
To provide for the FaraaeBt of Claime.

Whebeas, many citizens of this Terri-
tory have sustained loss and damage in
consequence of, or growing out of the po-
litical and sectional difficulties that have
taken place in this Territory since its or-

ganization, and which difficulties have
resulted from the action of Congress iu
devolving upon the people of Kansas an
experiment in without
having made suitable provision for the
preservation of the public peace and the
protection of individual rights ; and.
whereat, the attention ofCongress has been
officially balled to said losses, in the hope
that the just demands of the sufferers
would have been recognized and liqui
dated, but thus far without effect : There
fore,

Be it enacted by the Governor and Legis-
lative Assemby of the Territory of Kansas.
Section 1. That three commissioners

shall be appointed as follows : One by the
Council, one by the House of Kepresen
tatives and one by the Governor of the
Territory, whose duty it shall be to audit
and certify all claims of all and every
person or persons who may present the
same tor consideration, tor all moneys
actually and necessarily expended or dam
ages and losses' incurred for the purpose
of maintaining and carrying into effect
the laws Of this lerntory, or for tne pur
pose of suppressing any rebellion or in-

surrection, or in sustaining the lawful
militia, or any posse of the Marshal, or of-

any Sheriff of any county of this Territory,
when lawfully engaged in the mainten
ance and carrying into effect the laws of
this Temtorv, or of the United States
wilhin this Territorv. And said commis
sioners shall also audit and certify the
claims of all persons who may have sus
tained any loss or damage in consequence
of or growing out of the difficulties in this
Territory by way of loss of property or
consequent expenses at any time after the
passage of the Act to organize this Terri
tory and before the 1st day of January
ISO.

Sec. 2. The said commissioners shall
have power to fix the times and places,
when and where their sessions shall be
held,, and may adjourn from time to tints
at their discretion. The presence of two
of said commissioners shall constitute a
quorum for tho transaction of business.
Said commissioners shall prescribe and
publish such rules and regulations

the taking of proofs as they may
deem expedient They shall have power
to send for persons and papers, may pre
serve order, issue subijcsnus, and enforce
the attendance of witnesses in the same
manner and with the like effect as the
District Courts ; Provided, That the par-ti- es

seeking to prove up their claims shall
pay officers' and witness fees in tho same
manner as required by law in suits in said
District Courts.

Sec. 3. Before entering upon the dis-

charge of their duties, said commissioners
shall respectively take and subscribe an
oath to support the Constitution of the
United States, and the provisions of the
Act organizing the 1 erri tones of Nebraska
and Kansas, and that they will faithfully
discharge the duties enjoined by this Act;
which said oath shall be riled with the
Secretary of the Territory.

Sec. 4. It shall be lawful for said com-
missioners to receive and examine as evi-

dence, the proofs heretofore taken by the
commissioner appointed under the "Act
to provide for the auditing of claims," ap-
proved February 23, 1857; and they may
adopt or reject the same or any of them.
in whole or in part, as the very .right of
tne case may seem to require. And at
their discretion said commissioners may
summon the claimants under said proofs,
and ivestigate any or either of their de-

mands, and examine witnesses for and
agsinst any such claim.

Sec. 5. Said commissioners may ap-
point a clerk, whose duty it shall be to
keep a true and proper record of the pro-
ceedings had before the commissioners,
preserve all proofs, testimony and papers
filed in relation to claims, and perform
such other acts pertaining to his office,
as the commissioners may direct He
shall be allowed for his services three dol-
lars per day, to be certified by said com-
missioners.

Sec. 6. The compensation of said com-
missioners shall be four dollars per day
each, for every day they or either of them
may be actually engaged in the discharge
of duties under this Act nd five cent
per mile for every mile necessarily trav-
eled in the discharge of duties herein pro-
vided for, and their actual expenditures
for stationery, postage and room rent in
the discharge of their official duties under
this Act, shall be certified by them, and
audited by the proper accounting officer
of the Territory, and warrant drawn
therefor on the Territorial Treasury. And
warrants shall in like manner be drawn
for said commissioners and their cWk. for
such sums as mar become dna tn thara
from time to time for their services.

bXC. 7. The provisions of this Act shall
only apply to citizens of this Territory,
auu io mose wno were citizens at the
time of the losses, damages and expendi-
tures sought to be proven. Executors and
administrators shall be permitted to offer
proofs in behalf of deceased persons. .

Sec. 8. Authority is hereby given to
said commissioners, jointly or severally,
to administer oaths connected with the
duties herein provided ; and any person
who shall swear falsely on any such in-
vestigation, whether a claimant or witnaaa.
shall be deemed guilty of perjury.

dec. . un or before the first dsy or
September next aid commissioners shall
close their sessions and proceedings under
this Act, and make un and file in datili.
cats, in the offices of the Secretary of the
Territory and the Territorial Auditor, a
statement of all claims presented and of
ioe amounts awarded to the claimants,
and they shall likewise file in the office
of the said Secretary, all vouchers, proofs,
papers ana documents presented Tor their
action or consideration. And upon tho
completion of proofs and the recording of
the decision or award, ther shall, upon
demand, deliver to the claimant a certifi-
cate of any such decision or award.

dec. 10. Upon the deliver? of any such
certificate of award to the Governor, it
shall be his duty to execute and deliver
to the owner thereof, a certificate under
his hand and the seal of tha Territorv.
and countersigned by the Secretary of tha

Territory, to the purport, substance ay
effect as follows : "This is to certifv tiT
A. B " " '

iiu a oiaim and been
awarded thereof the sum of dolUn
under the provisions of (this Ac--

, u
U1V lniwif v wwi urici'T prt.!nifc
to provide for the .payment of the mc.
With six per cent per annum interest,
five years from this date, unless Conpts
shall before that time make an appropm
tion for the payment of the claims suec j i - J I : i , .

Bffl'iu auu mucu uirucr eaiu Act,'
Sbc. 1L That i shall be the duty

the Constitutional Convention, hersar- t-
to be assembled, to make suitable pro.
vision for securing the redemption
payment of said certificates by Congrt
in land or money, by incorporating in ft,
Ordinance) to be submitted, an article ot

proviso to that effect,
.,

or such
.

other cru
i i j i 1

visirii, as way vv uccmeu aavisaoie,
Sbc. 12. This Act shall take effect im

mediately.

Meeting at CUaten,

At a meeting' of the citizens of Clintot
and Marion townships, held at the towt

of Clinton on this the 15th day ofJanutn
A. D. 1859, for the purpose of taking into

consideration the subject of paying the

taxes for the present fiscal year, on mo.

tion, E. Bono was culled to the chair aod

A. Cubtiss appointed Secretary.

On motion, the following gentlemen

were appointed a committee to introdsn
resolutions expressive of the sense of tbe I

meeting : J. A. Beak, Htsnr Hiatt, G.

W. Umbabqeb. I

The committee submitted the followim

report : f

Whereas, An effort is now being inn!,
to collect taxes ia this vicinity, and i

Whereas, A general dissatisfaction,!,
amounting to open rebellion and repudii-- ,

tion of said tax, is everywhere expressed;
therefore f

aesotvea, i nat we, tne cmaous ui iib
ton aud Marion townships, in the coun:j
of Douglas, K.T., in mass convention tioe
assembled, are unanimously in favor of

having bad laws repealed instead of opes

rebellion against them, as such a count
would have a deleterious aud injuriuuif
tendency against the enforcement of jut )

and equal laws.
Resol)td, That we are perfectly Trillin;

to pay annually a reasonable and equal ,
tar an property fairly assessed, but we art ;

unitedly unwilling to pay now and forevtti
the partial, unequal aud enormously high ';

tax which ia demanded by the 2nd of Mij ;

next or our property will be sold for tit i
payment of said tax. f.

Resolved, That real estate should alwari
be assessed with due discrimination and

judgment in reference to its locality, tbi
amount of improvements, 4c. Instead of

this, unimproved laud in the remote cot-- ;

ner of the county is assessed at fonr dol- - -

lars per acre, which is double iu real value, '

.. i.:i l i .1 i .A t, tWU1IO IBUU WUil IIUIM.OU, iu ui vvuiin
or North-easter- n parts of tbe county, whick !
would readily command Z5 and JO doiiui
per acre, is sssessed at only five dollui
per acre, which makes tho former pay ten

times as much tax in proportion to hit

real capital as the latter.
Brwlval, That further objections are

urced a'ainst the payment of this tax be

cause a large amount of taxable property t

is not assessed. Consequently while od .

msn is required to pay tbe enormous de--

u:.. n i,.. v

nothing to pay.
Revived, That high taxos being alwayi

objection able, we think it exceedingly bad

policy and. unwise to luy tha tax higher
than one-four- th to one-thir- d per cent, si
anvthin? above this will have a delete-- i
riotis and injurious tendency against the
agricultural iuterest which should nuwyi
be protected and encouraged.

Resolved, That the affairs of our county
h,v Linn hafllv minnvml. tha l)Q.

ing required to pay five hundred dollar

for a building for the purpose of a jail, I

which was entirely worthless for said pur--;
, .L I P

pose, ana was never wortn over uue uuu- -

dred and fifty dollars, and further by I

paying rents extravagantly high for otGcei i
for county pnrposes. I

Resolved, That a committee of three I
appointed to wait upon the Legislature
now in session at Lawrence aud demand -
that they, tbe people's servants, shall re-- '
peal tne law uy wnicn ms cuucuiuw w

said tax is proposed to be enforced, and

give us instead, a tax-la- which an honest

and industrious community will submit
to, without the necessity of its being en-

forced.
On motion tbe report of the committee

was accepted. ,
On motion the resolutions were adopted.
On motion,
Resolved, That a committee of four be

appointed to draft and circulate a petition

praying the Legislature for a redress of

our grievances.
J. A. Beak, H. Bcbson, H. Hiatt and

A. Haskiks were appointed said com

mittee.
On motion,
Resolved, That the proceedings of this

meeting be published in the Herald cf
Freedom and Lawrence Republican. , s

ELLIS BOND, President 1
1 O a -

A. ucbtihs, secretary.
Mr. Curtisa and D. G. Peabody, Esq-- ,

protested against the proceedings of this

meeting, on the ground that this is not the

proper remedy for our grievances. .

WboUaaf
Augustus Wattles says eleven slaves,

with an ox team, ran away few nights

ago from Missouri, and that "yiiTBU
'Brown' nor 'Montgomery' had anything
to do with it" While old John Brown
says, through the columns of the asms
paper,' Lawrence Republican. :) '

"On Monday night two small compa-
nies were made np to go to Missouri and

forcibly liberate five slaves together with

other slaves.' One of these companies I
assumed to direct We proceeded to the
place, surrounded the buildings, liberated
the slaves, and also took certain property
opposed to belong to the estate."

We have no comment to oner, except
that we wish to know what the state
ments of snch "nliabla" eoiresnondents
ss Mr. Wattles, and all other defenders of

Montgomery, are worth.- Fort Scott Dem

ocrat.

fttrWo learn from the 8t honUDemy
ocrat of the 17th, that P. T. Colbt, Eq..
of this city, bas been appointed unites
States Marshal of Kansas Territory, sol
that he is fully "commissioned by ths
Government to settle,' at once, tbe diff-

iculties in Kansas, by railing out the Ter-

ritorial Militia, or if necessary, by com-

manding the 'assistance of tbe United

States troops at Fort Leavenworth.
Mr. Colbt io a prompt and energetic

man, and will make a capable officer, and

we think will be acceptable to the peopl

of Kansas. Had tha executive filled tbs
other appointments in his gift in this Ter-

ritory, by appointing capable and conser

vative men from our midst instead oi
leering rabid partisans,
think there would have been little or no

trouble in Kansas. Qitindaro Chindowan.

A-- Tt unui mm tfia nnblia doCB
- WW - Tl--"" V " j

meats, that the amounts paid and incurred
by tbe Executives of Kansas, on account

of extraordinary expenditures, wers ss

follows : By Uov. Geary, Sbau; ny

Walker. 44.406: bv Gov. Denver. $1,24.
The Secretary of Slats recommends an

appropriation for the payment oi me
gregata.
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